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empire symbol, or a man and 
his mule, is a video that traces 

the journey of a canadian 
veterinarian who was 

responsible for transporting 
mules from new york to 

karachi, india during wwii. 
employing his diary entries, 

bambitchell unearth both 
the psychic life of the vet, as 

well the histories of canadian 
militarism that are embedded 

within mundane processes of 
global trade and transport.

december 7, 1944,  
new york:
s.s. empire symbol 
7200 ton job, 446 feet 
x 56 feet, just being 
converted for mule 
transport.

•

january 11, 1945, 
southern end of red sea

strait of bab-el mandel

i am constantly warned 
about keeping a diary 

by “the old man”, however, 
i assure him that anything 
i may record has only to 
do with the animals and 
most certainly not with the 
weather, ports, or the ship’s 
progress. 

classification of mules

m.a. — mountain artillery 
heavy, squatty, sturdy animals capable  
of handling heavy loads with high centres 
of gravity

e.i.  — equipment class i 
smaller and lighter than m.a. and freer 
movers to handle wireless, etc.

e.ii — equipment class ii

similar but inferior to ei. these are for 
infantry and light machine guns.

a.t. — animal transport 
handle 120 – 160lb pack. may work in 
harness. sort of general utility animal. 

upon arrival to 
india, the mules 
had their vocal 
chords severed 
to silence them.

“the most banal but essential aspects of war in supplying the means of life (provisions) and death (munitions) was 
imported from the world of state war into the world of corporate trade, redefining both in the process.” 

— deborah cowen, the deadly life of logistics


